
Minutes of September 9, 2019 MCCRTA Meeting 

The September 9, dinner meeting of the Marion City County Retired Teachers, was called to order by 
President Fred Rode at 5:00 pm in the Tri-Rivers Multi Purpose Room.  Darlene Alexander delivered the 
invocation and dismissed tables to a buffet dinner.  Bill Horning, current president of Crawford County 
Retired teachers, and Richard Sterns, past president were introduced as guests.  Dale and Pat Baker 
representing Citizens Police Alumni Academy Association presented a program covering the history and 
activities that the CPAAA is involved with in our community.


President Rode led the Pledge of Allegiance, Fred Saull and Joan Kasotis moved to accept the minutes of 
the previous meeting.  The motion carried.  Treasurer Pat Lynch affirmed the printed treasurer’s report.


COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

MEMBERSHIP:  Monica Granger introduced new members, Laura Wixtead, retired from Tri-Rivers in 2017 
and  Rich Ramey, retired from Tri-Rivers in 2019.  Door prizes donated by Monica Granger,  Darlene 
Alexander, Linda Dietrich, Marge and Fred Saull and Ann  McAlister were won by  Chris Bayless, Paula 
Goodrich, Bill Wixtead, Mary Napper, Nancy Short, and Peg Kleinhenz.

LEGISLATIVE:  

• R.J. Bicking reported an approved amendment to the State Teachers Retirement Board’s funding policy, 

which allows the board to consider plan changes when the funded ration reaches 85%, but the actuary 
must determine that changes do not materially impair the fiscal integrity of the system.


• Protect Our Pensions (POP5) group has no elections mentioned in their constitution. Persons put on the 
board, stay on the board.  


• Health Care materials will be mailed in October. (Make changes before Thanksgiving.) The Retirement 
Board approved a 1-year extension of the current Medicare Part B Partial Reimbursement Program.


• The pronounced growth in the number of benefit recipients means that STRS OHIO has a negative cash 
flow. The fund pays out about $4 billion more in benefits each year than it collects.  The balance is 
expected to be made up with investment returns.  STRS OHIO needs to earn nearly 6% on investment 
returns to make up for the negative cash flow and must earn 7.45% to meet the expected needs of the 
retirement system.


• The prescription drug maximum out of pocket limit was increased to $6,350.00 from $5,100.00 so the 
Medicare plans align with the 2020 standard Medicare prescription plan.


COMMUNITY RELATIONS:  Jeanne Keller thanked people for turning in their hours and reminded them to 
give their e-mail addresses.

PROTECTIVE SERVICES:  Linda Dietrich thanked those who have helped her in her new position.  She 
announced that Ohio General Attorney Dave Yost lists several scams that seniors need to be aware of.

PROGRAMMING:  Fred Saull announced Alex Sheridan of the Downtown Marion Renewal would be 
speaking in October.  

SCHOLARSHIP:  Dennis Swartz reported that two scholarships will be awarded to Harding High School 
this year, and one to Elgin (to fill last year’s award).

TELEPHONING:  Eva Blankenship thanked her callers for their work.

NECROLOGY:  Pat Baldinger announced the passing of three of our members, Louise Haley, 108 years, 
Jerry Harding, and Judy Huffman.  A poem was read, and memories were mentioned.

BUDGET COMMITTEE:  Pat Lynch announced that the Budget Committee (Fred Rode, Dennis Swartz, 
Monica Granger, and Pat Lynch) presented their recommendations to the Executive Board.  Some of the 
proposals will result in money saved and some will generate more income. The Board unanimously 
approved the recommendations as follows.  1) No longer fund a mini grant. 2) Two scholarships will still be 
awarded to each school, however we will no longer carry a scholarship over if 2 candidates are 
unavailable. 3)The Directory will be produced every other year. 4) Dues increased by $5.00 beginning 
2020. 5) Meal price increase by $1.00.  6) The February Newsletter will be sent by e-mail.


There were no additional business items. Darlene Alexander and Margie Saull moved to adjourn.  


Next General Meeting:  Monday, October 7, 2019 (Lunch meeting)

Respectfully submitted,  Monica Granger & Linda Aufdencamp





